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CHAIRMAN 

GEORGE WYMAN 
George, with his wife Jill, is a 
Foundation member of the 
Combined Probus Club of East 
Coast Bays, Auckland. He is a 
Rotarian of 28 years and has been a 
Past President and honored with a 
Paul Harris Fellow (Sapphire Pin). 
 Currently a member of East Coast 
Bays Rotary Club, a member of the 
Rotary District Probus Committee 

and previously chairman for six years in District 9910. 
Chairman George has a B.E (civil) degree and a business 
background in consulting, heavy engineering, contracting and 
project management, including CEO positions. George was a 
very active rugby player, playing representative rugby in all 
countries he has lived and worked in namely: New Zealand, 
England, Canada and Jamaica. George is also an Elder, 
Treasurer and Convenor of Property & Finance for his local 
church. Recreational interests include: family (2 daughters & 
2 grandchildren), golfing, boating, fishing and travel. 
 

VICE CHAIRMAN 
JEAN BURFORD 

Born in Eastleigh near 
Southampton, Hampshire, England. 
Married to Roy 50 years – 3 
Children. Emigrated to N.Z. 1973 
with Children. Now grandparents to 
10 grand children & great 
grandparents to three girls. We have 
a close Family Union. Appointed JP 
in 2000 & involved in various other 
Village Community work including 

being on local Medical Centre team & Cancer Support 
Group. Live in our own little bit of Paradise – Diamond 
Harbour NZ for 33 years & enjoy walking, gardening & 
socializing with friends. Joined Mt Herbert Ladies Probus 
Club in 1991 becoming President for two terms in 1995 & 
2003. Have served in various roles on Committee. Selected 
for Northern South Island Probus Association as Area Rep 
for 3 years then Vice President, President & currently Past 
President. At present Chairperson for Probus Rendezvous 
Christchurch 2008.  
 

HON. SECRETARY 
MERV RICHENS 

Merv is a member of the Probus 
Club of Springwood, Queensland. 
He has served the community as an 
active Rotarian since 1964 and is a 
Past District Governor, Paul Harris 
Fellow and Rotary Foundation 
Benefactor. Merv has been actively 
involved with Probus for a number 
of years, being convener of the 
Probus Club of Goonellabah in 

NSW in 1993 and his present club, the Probus Club of 
Springwood in 2001. Most of Merv’s working life has been 
involved with refrigeration and air conditioning contracting 
and he retains an interest in computing and the IT Industry. 
Married to Margaret, who is also a Probian, they have three 
married children with eight grandchildren who all live close 
by and are an important part of their lives. 

 

HON. TREASURER 
Dr JOHN G. THORNE, AM 

John, with his wife, Shirley, is an 
active member of the Combined 
Hobart Macquarie Probus Club. In 
Rotary, John has been a District 
Governor and served as a Director 
of Rotary International (2002-04), 
was elected to the Board Executive 
and Chairman of the Finance 
Committee. He continues to serve 
on several International committees 

for Rotary. In his profession as a teacher John was a school 
principal for over 30 years – mainly in special schools. 
Awards include: 

·  Fellow of the Australian Council for Educational 
Administration; 

·  Visiting Fellow to Japan, Australia-Japan 
Foundation; 

·  The Rotary Foundation Citation for Meritorious 
Service; 

·  The Distinguished Service Award; 
·  Distinguished Scholar Alumni Award (world-

wide and rare). 
John was Chairman of a successful travel company and with 
Shirley ran an energetic conference and travel business for 
seniors. They enjoy the outdoors, travel, their family and 
friends. 
 

GARY BLACKLER 
Gary joined Rotary in 1997. He is 
the foundation member of West 
Pennant Hills Probus, Oak Hill – 
Dural & Coonara – Cherrybrook 
Probus clubs. Gary is involved in all 
3 clubs with lawn bowl activities, 
walking groups and tours. He is a 
recipient of Paul Harris with a 
Sapphire Pin. He has been the 
community service & International 
director for West Pennant Hills & 

Cherrybrook Rotary club. Gary was the Chairman of the 
ARHRF for Rotary District 9680 2006/7 and is the Rotary 
District Probus Chairman for 2008/9. Gary has 40 years 
experience in the building industry, his business involved 
constructional and architectural design. Gary has strong 
sporting ties in all sports and represented New Zealand at 
International level as a rugby league test player in his early 
years. 
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LOIS BOWN 
Lois is the Foundation Treasurer of 
The Probus Club of Bannister 
Creek, Western Australia. She 
followed this by relieving for 3 
years in a variety of club committee 
positions before serving on the 
Probus Association of WA 
Committee for 6 years, including 2 
years as State President. Both she 
and her husband Graham are current 

members of the Bannister Creek Probus Club. Lois is 
Foundation Secretary, Past President and Treasurer of the 
Willetton and Districts branch of National Seniors. Before 
retirement, as a nursing sister and midwife, she worked in 
city and country hospitals and for 3 years with disabled 
children.  She now enjoys square dancing and sewing. 

 
GEOFF McLENNAN OAM 

Geoff has served the community as an 
active Rotarian since 1984, is a Past 
District Governor, a multiple Paul 
Harris Fellow, a Major Donor to The 
Rotary Foundation and a Rotary 
Benefactor. Geoff has been recognized 
in Rotary by receiving both The 
Rotary Foundations’ Citation for 
Meritorious Service and Distinguished 
Service Awards. He is a member of the 
Humanitarian Grants Cadre of 

Technical Advisors for Rotary International and is a 
Companion of the Australian Rotary Health. Geoff was 
granted an OAM in 2003 for ‘service to the community 
particularly through Rotary International’. Geoff has served 
on the Probus Board since 2004, Chairman in 2006/07 and 
has been instrumental in developing the program to introduce 
Probus in The Philippines. Geoff has been co-opted to the 
Board as Probus Extension Officer for The Philippines. Geoff 
has two sons heavily involved in the agriculture industry with 
which he maintains close links. Geoff is a member of the 
Combined Probus Club of Deloraine and has been invited to 
join Rotary and Probus clubs in The Philippines. 

 
VERONICA SEMMLER  

Immediate Past President of the 
Rotary Club of Barossa District.  
Foundation member of the first 
combined Probus Club in the 
Barossa Valley after having assisted 
in its formation as a Rotarian. 
Currently instrumental in the 
formation of another combined 
Probus Club.  District 9500 Chair of 
Probus for two years. Recognised as 
a Paul Harris Fellow in recognition 
of service to Rotary and the 

community. Born in Surrey, England. Emigrated to Australia 
in 1950. Married to John fellow Rotarian and Probian. We 
have 3 children and 6 grandchildren. Actively involved in 
sport as a player, umpire, coach and administrator over a 
period of 30 years. Awarded Life membership of Nuriootpa 
Netball Club. Wrote, directed and acted in a number of 
productions for the Barossa Drama Society especially for the 
Vintage Festival. Enjoy writing, reading, craft, computing, 
walking, traveling and meeting people.  Member of U3A. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

KEN BRAND 
Ken joined the Rotary Club of 
Hamilton 3300 in Victoria (D9780) 
during 1986. He has been past 
President on 2 occasions and is a 
Paul Harris Fellow. Ken has served 
on numerous District committees 
over the past 20 years, and has been 
an Assistant Governor 3 times. The 
last 2 Rotary District chair positions 
being Australian Rotary Health and 

Probus. Ken married Lynne in 1969 and have two children, 
Shane and Natasha. After 14 years in the Police Force due to 
an injury, he had to retire. Ken has a Diploma in Education 
and Training, teaching in the areas of small business, 
business management and commercial law at TAFE. Ken 
joined the Hamilton Men’s Probus Club in 2002 and is a past 
president. He is a foundation member of the Hamilton 
Combined Probus club. He is currently the Probus Chairman 
for his Rotary District.  
 

ANNE LOUTTIT 
Anne is a past president of the 
Rotary Club of Canberra and 
incoming secretary of the Rotary 
Club of Bega.  She has served as 
Governor for Rotary District 9710 
as well as the District’s Foundation 
Chair and is a multiple Paul Harris 
Fellow.  A former government and 
university librarian, Anne has also 
been involved in information 
management within the Department 

of Foreign Affairs’ consular service and bilateral institutes.  
Now retired to country NSW, Anne is a keen gardener, 
pavilion steward for the local agricultural show and publishes 
the local newspaper. 

 
IMMEDIATE PAST CHAIRMAN 

BOB BENSLEY 
Bob is the Foundation President and 
current member of the Probus Club 
of Prospect Inc., NSW.  Member of 
the Rotary Club of Blacktown City 
Inc. since 1974 having served the 
club as president for two terms, as 
secretary, treasurer and director of 
all avenues of service. Bob has 
served on numerous district 
committees including District 
Probus Committee in 2003 -2004 

and was Assistant District Governor in 2004-2005. Business 
background was primarily in Banking and Finance including 
seven years with the Commonwealth Bank, ten years with 
industrial Acceptance Corporation and eighteen years with 
Advance Bank. 

 
 
 
 


